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Critical Thinking Questions 
To gain the most from your studies, you should: create, evaluate, analyze, 
apply, etc.  But what does that really mean?    
 
Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy 
6. Creation / Synthesis: the ability to put facts together into a coherent whole, or creatively achieve a new 
understanding by linking facts together  

5. Evaluation: the ability to make judgments using criteria and standards  

4. Analysis: ability to determine internal relationships  

3. Application: the ability to apply what is learned to a new situation  

2. Comprehension: the ability to interpret information in one’s own words  

1. Knowledge: the ability to recall facts, opinions and concepts  
 
 

Create critical thinking questions or prompts 
Focus on a topic and create a question or prompt for each level of critical thinking.  See table on back 

6. Creation 

5. Evaluation 

4. Analysis 

3. Application 

2. Comprehension 

1. Knowledge   

Tips 

1. Avoid questions or prompts that have an easy one-dimensional answer. (for ex. Yes or no answers) 
2. Plan your questions in advance, utilize Bloom's Taxonomy to identify whether they are likely to 

prompt “higher-level thinking.”  
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Are you critically thinking?  Check the chart 
Blooms Revised Taxonomy Action Words Example Question or Prompts 

Creation / Synthesis: tasks engage 
students in the utilization of basic 
information in a new, original or 
unique way.   

compose, combine, compile, 
create, invent, predict, plan, 
construct, propose, devise, 
explain, generate, modify, 
organize, plan, rearrange, 
reconstruct, relate, 
reorganize, revise, rewrite, 
design, or imagine 

 What might have happened if _____?  

 Can you propose an alternative interpretation to 
_______? 

 What would the future look like if_______? 

 Create a visual representation of the _______ 
 

Evaluation tasks involve students 
in decisions regarding the value of 
information and in judgments 
about that information.   

criticize, compare, conclude, 
contrast, critique, defend, 
describe, discriminate, 
evaluate, explain, interpret, 
judge, select, choose, debate, 
verify, recommend, assess, 
determine, justify, relate, 
summarize, support, decide, 
and rate. 

 How would you compare _____ to ____?  

 Which do you think is better: ____or ____?  

 Evaluate contribution of_____ to ______. 

 What was the value or importance of ____ in 
_____?  

 Assess the benefits of ________. 

Analysis tasks require students to 
select, examine, and break apart 
information into its smaller, 
separate parts.   

analyze, break down, 
contrast, diagram, 
deconstruct,  discriminate, 
distinguish, examine, 
investigate, categorize, 
explain, identify, illustrate, 
infer, outline, relate, select, 
separate, classify, connect, 
differentiate, and compare 

 What inference can you make from ____?  

 How would you classify ______?  

 How would you categorize _______?  

 Can you identify the difference between ____ 
and _____?  

 Analyze the results of______. 
  
 

Application tasks test students’ 
ability to use knowledge in a 
problem-solving, practical manner.   

apply, change, compute, 
construct, discover, 
manipulate, operate, modify, 
predict, prepare, produce, 
relate, illustrate, complete, 
examine, classify, use, solve, 
show, demonstrate 

 What examples can you find of______?  

 How would you show your understanding 
of______?  

 What approach would you use to ________?  

 What might have happened if _________? 

Comprehension tasks check 
students’ understanding and 
memory of facts.   

explain, retell, predict, 
translate, infer, interpret, 
paraphrase, rewrite, 
summarize, generalize, 
distinguish, explain, outline, 
discuss, predict, restate or  
give 

 How would you compare _______ or 
contrast_______?  

 Explain ______in your own words.  

 What facts or ideas show________?  

 What evidence is there about_______?  
 

Knowledge tasks involve basic 
facts about people, places, or 
things.   

name, tell,  locate, write, find, 
state, define, describe, 
identify, match, outline, recall, 
reproduce, recognize,  label, 
list, who, what, where, and 
when 

 What is ______?  

 When did ____ happen?  

 How would you explain _________?  

 Why did ________?  

 How would you describe_______? 
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